
SOCIAL

SECURITY

DOCUMENTS

CHECKLIST 

First, you must create an account or log into your pre-existing account. 
To create an account, the Social Security Administration (SSA) will ask you 
a series of identity questions for verification. You may want to have certain 
items on hand, so you’re prepared for additional security questions, such 
as, but not limited to: mobile phone, credit card, W-2, and tax forms.

Your Social Security card or a record of your number.

Your original birth certificate, a copy certified by the issuing agency, or 
other proof of your age. The SSA must see the original document(s), 
or copies certified by the agency that issued them. They cannot 
accept photocopies or notarized copies.

If you were not born in the U.S., proof of U.S. citizenship or lawful alien 
status. The SSA must see the original document(s), or copies certified 
by the agency that issued them. They cannot accept documents if 
they’re expired. They also cannot accept photocopies or notarized 
copies.

A copy of your U.S. military service paper(s) if you served before 1968. 
A photocopy is acceptable.

A copy of your W-2 form(s) and/or self-employment tax return for last 
year. A photocopy is acceptable.

FILE FOR BENEFITS ONLINE
Here’s all the information you’ll need to reference:

Don’t delay applying for Social Security retirement benefits. Missing 
documents can always be provided later and the SSA may even be able to 
help you find or track them. 

Retirement should not be a journey you walk alone. If you’re considering 
retirement and need a professional to efficiently guide you through the 

process, feel free to contact us with any questions you have. 

OUR OFFICESDOYLESTOWN,PA

Thomas.saunders@winthroppartners.com

(267) 651 0180

Winthrop Partners EPA, LLC

100 Mechanics Street, 1st Fl 

Doylestown, PA 18901

PITTSBURGH, PA

Brian.werner@winthroppartners.com

(412) 561 9848

Winthrop Partners WPA, LLC

101 E Swissvale Avenue 

Pittsburgh, PA 15218

BUFFALO, NY

Ryan.carney@winthroppartners.com

(716) 351 5267

Winthrop Partners WNY, LLC

295 Main Street, Suite 840 

Buffalo, NY 14203

WHAT YOU NEED TO 
APPLY FOR SOCIAL 
SECURITY

CREATE AN ACCOUNT

MISSING DOCUMENT? NO PROBLEM!

The views, opinions, and content presented are for informational purposes only. They are not 

intended to reflect a current or past recommendation; investment, legal, tax, or accounting 
advice of any kind; or a solicitation of an offer to buy or sell any securities or investment 
services. Nothing presented should be considered to be an offer to provide any product or 

service in any jurisdiction that would be unlawful under the securities laws of that jurisdiction. 

The Firm has made every attempt to ensure the accuracy and reliability of the information 

provided, but it cannot be guaranteed. Hyperlinks to third-party websites contain information 

that may be of interest or use to you. Third-party websites, research, and tools are from sources 

deemed reliable. The Firm does not guarantee the accuracy or completeness of the 

information and makes no assurances with respect to results obtained from their use.
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